_ -
TN Glorwus 5 \ Years

1960-2010

Golden Jubilee. Cetebration

R 6]
¥ it I

OurHeérls
Pralseandlhanh

CANOSSA CONVENT SCHOOL, DHULE.



Glorious - 5,0 \Years

-
1960-2010

B CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF NASHIK
) - Bishop's House, Jail Road,
Nashik Road, - 422 101. (M.S.) India
Phone : 0253 - 2462528
- v Fax :0253 - 2451550
/ . \ Email : nashikdiocese@gmail.com

Message

Canossa Convent High School, Dhule is completing 50 years of its
Educational services for the betterment of humanity. On this happy occasion | offer
my hearty congratulations to the Past and Present : Principal, the Manager, the
Teachers, Non-teaching staff and Students.

The Sisters of the Canossian Daughters of Charity at Dhule have formed the
hearts and minds of a large number of students in the past 50 years. The students
have excelled in the academic and co-curricular fields because of their mentors who
have formed them through their dedicated services. | am happy to know that the
Teachers cater to the physical, social, psychological and spiritual needs of their
pupils, imparting to them an integrated education and making them aware of the
presence of God within and around them.

In these 50 years, the Canossa Convent High School at Dhule has followed
the footsteps of St. Magdalene of Canossa (the foundress of Canossian
congregation) reaching out to all the people, irrespective of caste, creed, language or
social status. In the words of this humble saint : "The school is the harvest that costs
most, but which yields more fruit, for the conduct of one's whole life depends on the
education on has received." The Canossian Sisters have always remained true to this
principle and have dedicated themselves through the medium of Education.

May the Canossa Convent High School, Dhule, continue to flourish and bring
Glory to God. | am confident that in the coming years Canossa Convent will achieve
many more laurels and we will rejoice in many more jubilees yet to come.

With God's abundant blessings and assurances of my prayers, | remain,

Your sincerely

+ 4

Bishop'LLourdes ' Daniel,
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Nashik

/N

26 November 2010
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CURIA GENERALIZIA -
FIGLIE DELLA CARITA CANOSSIANE

Message

My Dear Sisters, Friends and well wishers,

Happy celebration and commemoration of a very special day to you'!

It gives me great joy to participate, through this message, in the ongoing
celebrations of the golden jubilee of the Canossian presence in Dhule. This is a momentto
recall with joy and gratitude the five decades of dedication, formative experiences,
processess of growth, the challenges and the achievements that form part of this
adventure of love that has been ignited by St. Magdalene of Canossa. As her spiritual
daughters and partners in the great mission of love we continue to be a presence that
communicates God's care and compassion.

It is indeed a special occasion to thank the Lord for the wonderful woman, spiritual
leader and innovator that Magdalene of Canossa was and continues to be. She was
animated by the Spirit of greatest love as revealed by Jesus in His life and teachings, His
death and resurrection. May the same spirit of love inspire and animate us in everything
that we plan and do.

On this happy occasion | rejoice with you and thank God for the good that has been
done through this Institution which has become a meaningful point of reference for many.
Itis note-worthy that the 50" anniversary the Canossian presence in Dhule coincides with
150" anniversary of the Canossian Missions in the World.

Let us gratefully remember all the Canossian Sisters, teachers and other
collaborators who have been part of this great venture to provide the youth and the little
ones with values and orientations that enable them to be agents of transformation and
change in our society. | wish God's Blessings and the Best in Life for our past, present and
future students. Know that each of you is special to God our creator, to your parents and to
us Canossian Sisters. You help us fulfill our Mission in life. Thank you for who you are who
you could be with the grace of God.

On behalf of our Canossian Religious Family, | take this opportunity to congratulate
and thank all the Sisters and other generous person who have shared life and love within
this Institution for the past 50 years and for their dedicated service and loving availability.

Let this celebration enthuse and energise each one of us to re-commit ourselves to
continue this life-giving process of being and becoming, growth and transformation.

With every good wish inthe Lord !

Rome, 9th November 2010 /l“ [q e
Sr M ﬂa rga ret[;g'é‘i'eﬁ

(Superior General)

/N
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CANOSSIAN PROVINCIALATE
Mahakali Caves Road,

Andheri (East)

Mumbai - 400 093.

Tel. : 022 - 2830 3448

Message

An occasion like this - the Celebration fo the Golden Jubilee of our
Educational Institution, is indeed a moment of immense joy to each one of us. No
doubt it is a land mark in the history of Canossa-Dhule, for we have reached a
milestone that proclaims a sense of "fulfillment, accomplishment, arrival and
possibility."

At this moment | want to pay my humble homage first and foremost to our
Pioneering Sisters who have "blazed the trail", some of whom are already with the
Lord. Their silent yet unfailing witness speaks for itself. Difficulties did not frustrate
them; success did not elate them either. They have gone into history as sources of
great inspiration. My deep sentiments of gratitude to all the sisters and members of
the staff, 'Past and Present’, to make have given and are still giving of their best with
dedication and a true Canossian spirit, to make the school what it is today. | too am a
part of this history as | have spent several years in this very Institution contributing my
mite for its growth and progress, enjoying the love and affection of those with whom |
worked and cared for.

Now what shall | say to our Ex-students ? You have kept the Canossian Motto,
"Let Your Light Shine" so dearly in your hearts that it burst forth in gratitude to your
Alma Mater, especially during this year of the Golden Jubilee. Congratulations to one
and all and "Thanks" too ! St. Magdalene of Canossa, mandates each one of us, "to
set the world ablaze" with the fire of God's Love ! Could we take up this challenge and
theninturn bequeath it, to those who come afterus ?

| earnestly desire and pray that this Institution may rise to the heights
imparting the allround development of the human person giving them "life and life in
this fullness" and thus giving glory to God.

Congratulations and AD MULTOS ANNOS !

A M
Sr. Maggie Mathew

(Provincial Superior)

/N
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Message

Friends, | amindeed very glad to be a part of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations
of Canossa, Dhule. Within a short period, we achieved much by way of planning
and executing this great event which has truly bonded us together under the
mantle of St. Magdalene of Canossa! My sincere thanks to all the Staff members,
Core group and the Alumni. My joy is even doubled to recall with gratitude that my
contribution too has gone in the history of the golden years of Canossa, Dhule.

My sincere appreciation and thanks to all the Pioneers who withstood great
opposition and hurdles in the beginning, went ahead bravely and today Canossa
Convent School Dhule, at 50, stands tall and proud.

A Jubilee is a time of great introspection, an occasion of thanksgiving to God
for all that He has done in the past - years of God's kindness, patience, tolerance
and certainly for all the achievements over the years. It is also a time of seeking
forgiveness for failures, misused opportunities and wasted grace and talents.

As life unfolds, may you discover the richness and greatness of your BEING.
This is true education. May each and every one of you dear Students, Teachers,
Parents and members of the Organizing Committee, reach your biggest self, your
greatest selves on your journey through life. May God's blessings embrace you
and lead you on to discover the brilliance of your inner being. God bless You
Today.....Tomorrow..... and All the days to come !!!

- Sr. Margaret Chettiar
Manager

/N
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Fifty Years of Letting Our Light Shine

The publication of a Souvenir to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of our Aima Mater fills
us with a sense of accomplishment and pride. A Jubilee celebration allows
\ us to take a good look at the past. It recalls the generosity and courage of

the pioneers who present us with inspiring models of faith, hope and
determination. Our beginnings in Dhule were really difficult. The school
building had to be constructed. The Canossian Sisters had to inspire
confidence in the local population. Thre was an acute shortage of funds.
Gradually, with great trust in God, the school was built up brick by brick.
Itis these heroes and heroines of the past who are witnesses to the fact
that any valuable achievement can only come about as a result of hard
work and commitment.

A Jubilee celebration also enables us to look ahead towards the
future with hope. We, the Canossians, believe that a value-based education is a powerful
and positive force that helps to shape the lives of future citizens. It is our unceasing
endeavour that each student leaving the portals of this institution goes out as a better
individual, equipped with the right ideals and beliefs. This indeed is a reflection of the all-
embracing philosophy that is followed by the school in its pursuit of excellence. Our dream is
to produce not just brilliant students, but students endowed with an integral education. We
wish to send into the world young women and men who can make a difference by their lives.

For Canossians, 'victory' is a success brought by healthy teamwork, that is, by the
dedicated efforts of teachers, students and parents. As in the past, this academic year has
also seen many proud Canossian students winning many laurels for their Alma Mater__in
academics, sports, and in cultural competitions. We have achieved cent-percent success in
the S.S.C examination. We believe and recognize that without the support and co-operation
of the parents, our efforts to impart a value-based education would have been almost
impossible.

A child is created in the image and likeness of his or her Creator. We do our best through
the principles and the values that we impart to make children always remember their Creator
and to acknowledge that the greatest manifestation of our love for Him is shown by the deeds
that we render to our brothers and sisters. We believe in grooming students not just for
different careers, but for the more basic and important project of life itself. We strive to instill in
each child the right attitude, so that he or she is sensitive to the disadvantaged and the less
privileged, and reaches out to those who are less fortunate.

The motto of the school is "Let Your Light Shine," which means to live life with the values
imbibed in school and to share the energy and the goodness of life with others. Today, as we
let our collective light shine on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Canossa School in
Dhule, we need to give thanks to one and all for their ready & full co-operation.

Thanks to God for our early pioneers and for the entire Canossian Institute, teachers and
other Staff members, who during these fifty years and during this Jubilee Year have
contributed to the development and quality of this beautiful institution. Under their
professional guidance, thousands of students have acquired knowledge and competence to

face life's challenges and to be of service to society.
AN
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We congratulate all the past and present students of Canossa Convent School for their
various achievements and we wish them well for the future. We pray that they may always be
good witnesses of the values gained from St. Magdalene of Canossa and that they may be
builders of peace and harmony in today's world.

We give thanks to everyone; the Church and civil authorities, parents, friends and well
wishers, for their precious help and support to Canossa Convent School. We deeply
appreciate their constant concern and collaboration.

Finally, we ask for God's abundant blessings upon all the past, present and future
members of the Canossa family. We pray that all will continue to walk in St. Magdalen's
footsteps, living life to the full, and being ever attentive to the needs of others. May our light
shine, so thattogether we create a better society, a better India and a better world.

- Sr. Margaret Sequeira (FACC)
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MESSAGE

The flame of service in the field of education that was lit 50 years ago
is kept alive even today. May the Lord bless each and every one who
has contributed to keep this flame alive and may He give us and those
who will serve this institute in the years to come, the grace and goodwill
to continue this good Work

Sr. Julie Alphonso (FACC)

MESSAGE

A journey of thousand miles starts with a single step.

"The school is the harvest which costs the most, but it also
produces more fruit as the behavior of a person in life usually depends
on the education received."

The aim of our Foundress St. Magdalena of Canossa has been
fulfilled as several boys and girls from different sections of the society
have been catered to and given meaning to their lives. The Almighty
God has done marveleous things for which faise my heart in thanks
giving to God for 50 years of Canossian fruitful presence in Dhule.

May God bless and guide the staff and students in the years ahead
as Canossa Dhule continues to shed its light journeying joyfully to the

next milestone in her history.
Wishing you Love, Joy and Peace.

- Sr. Cecilia D'souza (FdCC)

v/ -
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GRATITUDE

\ Hg/teeding gzatituae and not expzessing i, (s like wrapping a
present and not giving (t. " ‘zig Qigéaz

Gratitude is the memory of the heart. The mind may forget, but the heart
always remembers. Gratitude is an attitude to be always thankful for
- things done to us. This reminds me of an incident:
¢ ' As Thanksgiving day drew near, a class of first-graders were assigned
to draw a picture of something to be thankful for. Some drew a house or
acarorahenorfood or toys.

But one little boy drew a hand.

Then the class tried to figure out whose hand itwas......God's?

The Policeman's? The farmer's for growing the food?

But no one could guess; and the litle boy would not tell.

Then the children all ran outside for the recess and the teacher came up to the little boy and

asked softly, "Whose hand did you draw?"

He said, "Yours!"

Tears came to her eyes as she recalled all the times she had used her hand to guide his
pencil orlead him across the street........... forhe was lame.

All the good done by the teacher was woven by the child in his heart. He lived each day
with an attitude of Gratitude which he expressed through a simple drawing which meant
much.

Gratitude is a human virtue. Honest Gratitude keeps us humble and in an attitude of
dependence on God.

Gratitude gives birth to only positive feelings - love, compassion, joy and hope.
Gratitude is the sign of noble souls.

Gratitude emerges from a contented and joyful heart.

Let us all be grateful and thank and praise God for the wonders He has worked in these
50 years and be always grateful and rejoice always, as St. Paul says, "Rejoice evermore for
this is the will of God."

Sr. Ruth Furtado (FdCC)
Dhule.
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Canossa School Anthem

1. Canossa our own dear school,
Our voices we join in praise of you,
Your glory so widely known,

We do so proudly own.

Ch. So, God, keep us true to you, Alma Canossa,
And bless our school, we love so well and true,
May our light shine brightly on you Canossa,
Our School Canossa, Alma Canossa.

2. Inyou we learn to work and play,
You direct us how to pray,
God we serve and then our land,
These two love for which we stand.
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Combined words of fond gratitude

We are exceedingly overjoyed to state that
Canossa, Dhule has brought out a Souvenir to
cherish the wonderful memories of her past Fifty
Glorious Years. To add to that, she has given myself
Mrs. Sunanda Mayur and Miss. Naseem Shaikh, an
opportunity to express all the thoughts of fond
gratitude accumulated in our hearts for her ! Both of
us are proud to walk and progress hand in hand with
Canossa, Dhule since the year 1960. Canossa Dhule has proved to be a wonderous boon
and blessing for us since then. Our hearts shall ever overflow with gratitude towards all the
pioneer Sisters whose presence and endless efforts have brought greatness, goodness,
grace and grandeur to Canossa Dhule ! From the very time when Canossa Dhule was still at
a nascent stage, our Sisters have left no stone unturned in offering us their best with an
honest view to help us achieve our best and yes, we have done it. Thanks be to Canossa
Dhule for sharpening our skills and moulding us into precious gems the way she wanted us to
be. Dearest Pioneer Sisters, we do rejoice with you all from the inner depths of our hearts on
this auspicious and memorable day of the 50th anniversary when Canossa Dhule has
earned countless praises during the last five decades. We do miss you all today and are
proud to state that the name of our Aima Mater, 'Canossa Dhule', was, is and shall ever be
prefixed by 'Excellent’, 'Splendid’, 'Evergreen’, 'Royal’, and 'Unique’. And certainly this is no
exaggeration as facts cannot be denied. Miss Naseem and myself are therefore urged to
raise our minds and hearts with words of gratitude to the Almighty who inspired our parents to
admit us in this Royal Institution. Their excellent presence of mind then, has granted us the
honour of being the first and second students of Canossa Dhule. Their blessings and the

precious guidance of our loving Sisters have shown us this wonderful day.
We shall always remember our beloved Alma Mater with nostalgic feelings as it has

provided us with a platform that has helped us to gain a perfect place in the society and above
all, has enabled us to make an independent and contented living. We heartily convey our
warm appreciation and profound thanks for all the love and concern that we have received in
Canossa Dhule as students as well as teachers. May the good Lord grant us the grace to
uphold our unique motto 'Let your light shine' with high esteem. Both of us feel highly
privileged and honoured whenever the moment arises to tell others that we are not only the
students of Canossa, but we are also fortunate to serve in this institution. The knowledge and
the values imparted to us by our Sisters and teachers have been of great help for us to
encounter the various challenges in our lives. Dear Sisters and teachers, we assure you as

v/ -
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teachers, that all the healthy moral values and the sound education which you all have
promoted in us, shall be inculcated in every student we come across. We shall try our level

best to offer you a sense of fulfillment.
We cannot let the happy and joyful occasion of 'Golden Jubilee' just pass away without

allowing ourselves the pleasure of wishing you and sincerely thanking you for giving us an
opportunity to retrace our journey in Canossa Dhule, specially the cheerful moments that we
have experienced during the batch-wise 'Get-to-gether' which proved to be an additional
reason to enjoy ourselves. Memories and moments shared with each other once upon a time
were rewinded. It was merely fun and only fun, filled upto the brim with thrill and excitement
calling all the old friends on the phones to be present for the reunions. Phones after phone,
message after message, exchange of addresses with sweet smiles and loud laughters, the
warm hand shakes and the hugs of love, the sharing of life's experiences till late in the night
accompanied with cups of delicious ice-creams and steaming hot coffee with some
'chatpata' to munch with. Oh ! we shall never forget this unique blend of emotions which
carried us on the waves of nostalgia as long as we were together ! Thank you Canossa, thank
you heartily for all that has been. Whenever we are in a vacant or in a pensive mood, we are
very much confident that, the bubbling unparallel moments that we have spent together, shall

flash upon ourinward eye and will make our minds and heart rejoice once again.
We earnestly pray to the Almighty, to continue to shower his choicest blessings on our

Dear Canossa and to keep the flame of love and joy lit enthusiastically 50 years before,

burning over the years ahead with more and more brightness...
Hail to thee Canossa,
Longthou shalllive ...!

Mrs. Sunanda Uday Mayur

Miss. Naseem Ahmed Shaikh
(Ex-students and assistant Teachers -
Canossa High School, Dhule.)
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Go Canossian... and think beyond

The good God constantly keeps on sprinkling tiny but wonderful seeds

\ of blessings on the earth each day. | happened to catch one, the day |
; stepped into this virtuous campus of Canossa, Dhule eleven years ago as
- ateacher. As the days rolled by | realized that God had planned my destiny
o for my future endeavour in Canossa Dhule. As a student, | had got an
/Q\ opportunity to study in six different schools in the various states of India.
. ' f “~| My teaching profession too posted me in different places of Maharashtra
' and finally I landed in Dhule city, adorned with a blessing just to be one of

the lucky members of the Canossa family.

Really | have been presented with a lovely set of children to mould. | feel proud to state
that each day when | step into this blissful campus. | guide my students not only in their
studies but to bravely face the adversities of life and overcome difficulties of life cheerfully
with a positive attitude and simultaneously | learn and grow with them. It is said, "It's not the
presence of someone that brings meaning to life, but the way someone touches your heart
that gives life a beautiful meaning. As days-weeks-months and years rolled by | experienced
the love and concern showered by persons who touched my heart and created an
everlasting relationship. My journey in Canossa since 1999 has been a beautiful, incredible
tell-tale. Though not a Canossian, | never had a feeling of being out of place. Just as sugar
blends with milk and makes it sweet, so did I. | didn't even realize how it all happened but
somehow | did get merged as one, in the Canossian family atmosphere. This thought gives
me tremendous joy and | really am proud to call myself a Canossian. As | continue this blissful
journey | assure you Dear Canossa that for all the opportunities that will come my way | shall
and always do my level best to tap the hidden potentials of my students and thus help them to
think BEYOND and YONDER for....

[ truly believe 'Alittle step by Canossais surely a big stride in our lives.'

A million thanks to 'Ganpati Bappa' for planting me in the gorgeous garden of Canossa,
Dhule and helping me to bloom with my duties and responsibilities alloted to me. Thank you
Canossa for all that has been. Dear Canossa, my love for you is so very strong that it has
literally compelled me to put my pen to paper. Really, | fall short of words to express my
gratitude towards you nor do | possess any scale to measure its depth but even then | wish to
say Thank You a thousand times. What | am today or may be in future | would like to convey
the creditto you.

Hearty Congratulations to Canossa Dhule for the fruitful completion of 50 years ! Hearty
Congratulations also to all the Canossian Sisters who came and went since 1960 and toiled
to place this institution on an even keel.

Mrs. Rashmi Khamborkar
Asstt. Teacher
Canossa High School, Dhule.

v/ -
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Canossa Convent School Dhule...timeline
.....Dr. Noel Britto

As | sit down to pen a few lines for the souvenir to commemorate the
50yrs of Canossian presence in Dhule, a sudden wave of emotions has
taken the better of me. The 35yrs of my association with the Canossian
Sisters comes to my mind in a stroke of moment.

| have been fortunate to be associated with them as a child, student,
parent, well-wisher and in whatever way | could in this journey of life. My
35yrs of association has made me realize that the Canossian sisters
stretch their serving hand to the least fortunate in all the existing areas and
all this with humility in charity. Talented as they are as evidenced by their successful work in
schools, boarding schools, colleges, orphanages , hospitals, leprosariums, hospices for the
aged ,hostels for working girls, stand as witness to their indefatigable zeal & devotion.

The Canossion sisters came to India in the year 1889 at Cochin. 5 sisters arrived from
Hongkong at the invitation of the Bishop of Cochin. The services rendered by the foreign
sisters, who had to face difficulty of climate, language, culture and food etc. assisted &
followed by Indian sisters in an India that moved from British Raj to Independence is appreciable.

A journey from Cochin to Dhule took almost more than half a century until they
established a conventin Dhulein 1960 and later at Shirpur.

A brief timeline till the 1% batch passes out is herewith presented ( derived from
collections of late Mr. S.M.Britto & late Dr. Dolatkumar Shah).Reading this timeline would
make those who studied in this era nostalgic.The same would be with those who witnessed
the inception of the school,the silver jubilee,and now the golden jubilee.

5June 1960 - The School opens for the first time with KG classes & Std |
accommodated in the congested house onlane no. 2. The
response from the publicis good.

20March1961 -  Day of firstrecognition from the education department.

8 June 1961 - The School secured the plot at Chalisgaon road.

18 March1962 -  Laying the foundation stone for School building by
Mr.S.C.Bafna, the then President of the Municipality.

8 June 1962 - The Gujrati Samaj Hall, houses the overflow of students.

27 June 1962 - Theoverflow is shifted to the Panat Smruti Hall now called the
IMAhouse.

1 Nov 1962 - Weoccupy the ground floor of the new building.

16 Dec 1962 - Thenew school (now the old school building) building is officially
opened.

50ct 1963 - The official opening of the first floor of the school building by Shri.

L.V. Kshirsagar, the then collector of Dhule.

v/ -
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9June 1964 - The school begins the high school section for girls and the boys
of Std. IV pass over to Std. V at St. Xaviers High School run by the
Jesuit Fathers. These boys are the 1° batch of this new school.

19March 1966 -  Ourhigh school gets the first recognition.

3Aug 1966 - The Women Social Service centeris started .

22 Jan 1967 - Annual function with the musical play “ZURIKA” for fund raising for
the construction of the school building took place at Kalamandir,
Dhule.

June 1971 - The first batch of SSC passes out from the school with 16 girls

passing out with 100% result.

My uncle and foster father Mr.S.M.Britto (fondly called Britto Kaka) had been closely
associated with these sisters since their arrival in Dhule in 1960.He always mentioned the
resistance the sisters faced from the fundamentalist local community due to fear of
conversion did not deter them from their mission. History is testimony to the fact that there
has not been a single conversion by these sisters in the last 50yrs. The people of Dhule have
been fortunate enough to have the Canossian sisters among. | fear even to think what would
India be, if these and like these missionaries had not come to India to spread education. Let
us not think of the situation we are not in. Their work at Talasari needs special mention. They
run a 100 bedded hospital, catering to the state of the art medical facility at affordable prices
to the tribals and a leprosy rehabilitation center. You may visit www.dayanand.org. Helps
Monetary helps or likewise is anytime welcome.

Dr. Noel Philip Britto
m ConsultantAnaesthesiologist & Intensivist
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'CANOSSA' - what it means to me

Canossa is awonderful, magnificent and divine PARADISE on earth,
in which the lovely, marvellous, fragrant flowers of VIRTUES, have been
blooming continuously since 1960.

Whenever | step into this institution, | forget all worries, anxieties and
tensions inits cheerful and pleasant atmosphere.

Canossa is like a pretty, charming fairy, whose cheerfulness and smile
soothes my mind and heart. It provides a friendly atmosphere and one
gets the feeling of being in a family.

Canossa has inculcated upon my tender mind, right from childhood,
innumerable values like humility, sincerity, generosity, charity, honesty, punctuality,
regularity, humaneness. She has brought me up in an extremely unique culture.

| keep in mind her unique mottoi.e. 'LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE' and try my level best to
give the best to my school, family as well as to society.

| amindeed lucky to receive good education here and fortunate to be associated with my
school as ateacher today.

| am earnestly grateful to the Lord Almighty, the Management and my family for making
me a part and parcel of Canossa and giving me the golden opportunity to serve my school.

| have always tried and shall strive hard to keep up the good name of my beloved
Canossa. | shall always be faithful and loyal to my school and serve it with a humble attitude.

- Mrs. Sunita Chaudhary
Asst. Teacher
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A Word from the PTA Vice-President

Habit starts as a thread, as new threads are added it becomes a rope,
difficult to breakway from ?

This is the experience | have had during my association as a parent for
last 12 years with canossa Convent High School.

| had the privilege of working as the Vice-President and during 2004-05
and 2010-11. | thank all my collegues (PTA members) for giving me this
opportunity to serve the school and to interact with the teachers.
"Teaching is a great profession', everyone has hidden instinct to become a
teacher, but....?

During these years | noted the sincerity, dedication, inspiration, enthusiasm and
respectful approach of all the Sisters and teachers for the betterment of students. On behalf
of all the parents, | take this opportunity to thank them for this great Canossian Institution. Itis
really appreciable that an aided school is taking such interestin their pupils.

Principal, Sister Margaret Sequiera and her team of Sisters and teachers are taking all
the efforts for the allround development of pupils. This year we had organized an interactive
session for parents, teachers and students with Fr. Amrut Fonseca. Teachers and students
took active part for 3 days. Everyone benefitted much.

Academic excellence along with Co-curricular activities has been the Hall-Mark of
Canossa. As some one rightly said, 'the aim of education is the knowledge, not the fact, but of
values'. Canossa provides a platform to children to showcase their talents. Such all round
system of education has helped 'Canossa’' to produce an ever increasing list of alumni who
have made a name for themselves and the school in diverse fields.

| am sure parents and teachers will extend whole hearted support and Co-operation to
the Canossa family in the years to come. On behalf of all my collegues, | wish 'All the Best' to
Canossa, Dhule.

LONG LIVE CANOSSA!

- Dr. Chhajed Vinod H.

7/ -
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My School Canossa

Canossa my school, the best,
Where we all are equally blessed.
With the sweet fruits of knowledge,

And the harvests of great advantage.

She always remains in the fore,
But never expects more.
And with the heights of its glory,
Has reached the Golden Jubilee.

Curricular and Extra-curricular,
Both activities are held here.
Children get full support and guidance,
To shine and show their brilliance.

'Let Your Light Shine',
Is my Canossa's motto prime.
Fascinating, inspiring and encouraging,
Is our teachers' way of teaching.

So, for this special Golden Year,
We wish our Canossa dear.
A special and hearty congratulations,
for her various great manifestations.

Wishing a prosperous future,
for gaining strength to nurture.
We bow to you Canossa,
'Long Live Canossa'.

507 v

1960-2010

- Vardhman Chhajed
Std. XthC
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Keeping in Control

Control your mind and check your tongue

Thus the elders once to us had sung.

Forthe ones who did abide by these two,

have always been respected and well to do.

They left success much far behind,

while still keeping the above two in mind.

Butthe ones who completely ignored these two

Had to experience dishonour Like a bolt from the blue.

So proud and engrossed were they in riches and money,

that bitter was now to them, the best of honey.

They realised their mistake far too late, when struck upon them
their own mother's fate

Then they closed their eyes... and wished they had paid heed to what
the elders once had sung

To control our mind and check ourtongue.

-Saad Ahmed
IX"-A

Canossa My School

Canossa is so nice,
Teaches to be always wise
Values like truth are always right,
Vices like lies are away from my school's sight.

Classes are well
Where discipline in children dwell
Labs are cared
Where experiments are dared.

Let your light shine
This is our motto line
All children when at glance,
Do always chatting with dance.

When | thought,
What my school brought
It gave me a treasure,
Which fills me with pleasure.

Values to be gained,
So, discipline is aimed
My school is for charity
To overcome poverty.

- Chaitanya Milind Shinde
Std.: VIII 'B'

v/ -
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'CANOSSA' - what it means to me

Most of the people whom | came across, believe that a 'school'is a place
where we get educated and tend to become good and successful people in
our lives, but according to me, a school is not only a place where we learn
new and important things, but also a place of a child's all round
development. According to me, my school is a garden of flowers, where
each year fresh and fragrant flowers bloom and add to the world's beauty
and also the divine abode of God himself who cherishes it and showers his
innumerable blessings onit.

My school can be compared to a chariot which is driven by the wheels of
the principles like Equality, Impartiality, Brotherhood - cherishing and
preserving the idea that we all are brothers and sisters and trying to remain friendly with each
other without creating any unreasonable conflicts-Secularism. A place where students of all
religions and castes are friendly and helpful to each other etc.

My school is just like a 'Gurukul' for me, where | am cared for, instructed, guided on the
right path and moulded into a good shape. It's playground is where | gain my physical fithess
and sportsman's spirit. The classroom is the place where my mind is nurtured and cherished.
It is a place where my teachers introduce me to new ideas, concepts, discoveries and
inventions. My school inspires me to create a healthy attitude that gives a broad outlook on
life.

My Principal and the Management of the school are creators of various opportunities
for personal growth that is provided in my school. My friends, like me, grow and develop
side-by-side with me.

My heart is filled with deep gratitude for my school which is like a huge storehouse of
knowledge and love for me that | had the good fortune to be associated with.

Since this is the 'Golden Jubilee' year of our school, my happiness and gratitude
towards it has increased manifold. It's a year of celebration, rejoicing and enjoyment for all
the people in contact with it and we the students, too. | am eagerly looking forward to all the
new surprises and celebrations awaiting us in the coming days. | am 100% sure that this
academic year would be a memorable one for all of us.

The school campus, the playground, the pictures on the classroom walls etc. will
always be a part of me. Although it is said that nothing lasts forever, my school will always be
in my heartwherever |1 go, whatever | do.

I'll always pray to God that my school may always be ahead in all the fields of
development and activities in the coming years. | wish that it would be counted as one of the
most renowned schools in the whole world and gain a prosperous and a very bright future.

"LONG LIVE CANOSSA"
- Deshpande Anjali Anil
IX-A
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'CANOSSA' - what it means to me

'‘Canossa’ my school is a pious place of learning. It is the temple of
Goddess Saraswati, the Goddess which gives us knowledge. | admire St.
Magdalene the Foundress of Canossa like Goddess Saraswati. Canossa
is the place which is shaping my future, personality and my friends in
Canossa. Canossa plays a significant role to provide good schooling to all
the school going children. It is a centre for education, various cultural
activities, sports, learning good habits, and values at a tender age, which

— )l has an everlasting impact. | am really very fotunate to be in Canossa.
Canossa is not only a school building, constructed with cement, bricks

and concrete, but it is my sweet school which inspires me and builds my life with the perfect
and best education and values, | am lucky and proud to celebrate the glorious fifty years, the
Golden Jubilee this year. As the motto of Canossa is 'Let your light shine', | will always try to

make Canossa shine.
| have thousands of brothers and sisters in Canossa. Itis really a big family. Canossa is

one of the best schools in Dhule. In games and other extra curricular activities, my school
enjoys a high reputation. The word 'CANOSSA!' is deeply carried in my heart and | feel that
throughout my life | must stay in Canossa only. | enjoy to be a'CANOSSIAN'. The sisters and
teachers of my school are highly qualified. They are a devoted team of men and women
headed by an experienced Principal. They love the students like their own sons and

daughters. All are treated equally.
| have just started experiencing, what it means to be a part of this prestigious and

reputed Canossa family. | am very proud that each and every family member of my family is a
part of Canossa. It has educated so many students and today they are all ideal citizens with
discipline and values rooted in them by their Alma - Mater, Canossa. All over the world
Canossa, Dhule is the only Canossian institute having co-education. So | am really thankful

and grateful for accepting boys as a part of this family of St. Magdalene, Canossa, my school.
| take pride in saying that | shall never tell a lie. As our dear St. Magdalene said the above

sentence when she was just a child like me. In real sense ' WHAT CANOSSAMEANS TO ME'
is an ideal school. | like Canossa, my school very much. | take pride in being a student of
Canossa.

"East or West Canossa is the Best"

- Shreeraj M. Jagtap
Vth-E
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Walking - A Good Therapy

The heartis a muscle that beats 24 hours a day for a life time, but like all
muscles it needs to be exercised, so that it can pump more blood with each
beat and save our energy. An unfit heart has more work to do. Then even
simple tasks like walking to the shops or carrying the shopping bags can
become quite tiring. If you exercise aerobically, then our muscles use
oxygen more efficiently. The heart pumps more blood with each beat and it
doesn't beat as fast. Aerobic exercise is vital for our heart.

Walking is the safest and most effective aerobic exercise for our heart
because it is easy to begin a walking programme and easy to keep it up. Walking is an
exercise that we can safely do for the rest of our life.

Brisk walking is an excellent stamina building exercise, says the Health Education
Authority, in its, 'Look after your heart Campaign'. Your heart will benefit most from the kind of
activity that builds up stamina. The vigorous effort of moving our muscles rhythmically
creates a greater demand for oxygen in the blood and more work for the heart and lungs.
Regular activity of this kind improves the balance of fatty substances in the blood stream,
lowers the resting blood pressure level and strengthens the heart muscle. Similarly brisk
walking helps to clear dangerous fats from the blood and cuts the risk of clogged arteries.

‘Walk longer - Live longer’

-Manoj S. Jagtap
Batch 1982
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Respected Mother,

On the auspicious occasion of Canossa Convent School celebrating it's
Golden Jubilee Year, | venture to put forward reminiscences of my happy and
fruitful association with the school.

Canossa Convent School was established in 1960 in Dhulia. It was Mother
Estelle who planted the seed and nurtured it. She was the first Principal of the
school. It was a small house in which classes were started. Following year |
enrolled my daughter in K.G., and thus began the most happy union. It was the

most sincere and loving nature of Mother Estelle that helped the little school to
grow to a mighty establishment which we witness today init's unique state.

My three daughters were educated in this school. Ateacher, Miss Fatima Rebello, came into
our lives. She not only taught my daughter but also enriched my life with her genuine love for my
family. She joined the Convent Novitiate in the year 1966 and became a nun. To this day we are in
constant touch and she has been a beacon to guide me on the straight path through my life. My
grand daughters followed suit and completed their preliminary through this school. Today they
are well settled.

Observing my daughters and grand daughters, | can say with conviction that Canossa
School not only imparts academic knowledge of the subjects but builds the character of it's
students and prepares them to face the realities of this world. | am writing this to highlight the fact
that without the strength of basic foundation laid by Canossa Convent School, happy and
prosperous life of a student may not be easy.

Today, | am a very contented parent who can boast of a rewarding association with the
school. From the bottom of my heart | wish this GIANT OAK to flourish to it's full glory and may
enrich the lives of its many students and make them happy and prosperous.

| end with my sincere regards to Sr. Fatima and life long indebtedness to Mother Estelle.

Most Respectfully Yours,
Sushil P. Shah

P.S. | enclose a copy of my most treasured possession - Mother Estelle's Letter. We can
glimpse a golden heart full of compassion for the orphans.

22.11.97

My Dear friends, Mr. & Mrs. Sushil Shah and Children

Sorry | have lost touch with you dear Sushil Brothers and family. | have lost contact but not
the loving remembrance because of which | offer my prayers to God for you, your wife and
especially for Kalpana and also | keep in my prayer your good brother and family.

How are you allin Dhule? Unforgettable persons, with whom | spent most part of my youthful
and precious days, cannot be forgotten. How is Kalpana and her little brother ? How are their
children ?

| still have energy enough to care for our orphan boys, finding them jobs, settling their
marriage, working with some kind benefactors to find them shelter. God has helped me Sushil, in
caring for His parentless children and | feel happy to serve them even though at times they can be
problems, being orphans. Do keep my apostolate forthe needy in your prayers.

God is with you and your family. May He bless you and your dear ones in all you undertake.
Lovetoall.

Yours affly,
Sr.Estelle

v/ -
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Hail Canossa !!! Long Live Canossa !!!

This is a personal saga of a fifty year old association with the
Canossian presence in Dhule. It was the year 1960. The first English
medium convent was started by the Canossian missionary nuns in Dhulia.
My father was very excited that his youngest child was to be educated in a
convent. | vividly recall my first day at school, though | was just five years
old at the time. At the entrance of the old building in second lane stood a
foreigner, a nun with the fairest of skins and sparkling blue eyes. The white
garb, the smiling face and the blue eyes frightened me out of my wits. |
scrambled off the steps and hid myself for the whole day in my friend's
house. My father's persistance saw me holding his hand the next day to begin my voyage
with Canossa Convent School, Dhulia.

Those were hard days of struggle for the Sisters. Classes, residence, hostel were all in
the same dingy, dark building. There was a public furore against these foreigners. They were
greeted everywhere with hostility, anger and suspicion. There was a fear that they were in
Dhulia to convert innocents to Christianity. Parents who had enrolled their children in
Canossa faced public criticism. The courage of the Sisters and their missionary zeal helped
them face these early storms stoically. The school had no building of its own and shifted
premises from one rented place to another . The second lane building remained the hostel
and the residence. Classes were first held at St. Anne's Church, then Koparkar building in
Navagrahi, in fourth standard we were in the Chalisgaon primary school building, in the sixth
at Bhavanji Kanji K.G. Building which was still under construction. This constant shifting did
not lead to a sense of dislocation. We were firmly anchored to the loving guidance and shelter
of the Canossian Sisters.

In retrospect, | vividly recall Mother Estelle, the Headmistress, Miss Fatima, Miss Zilda
Viegas, Miss Flory, Mother Margaret Alphonso, Mrs. Gogherey and Mrs Randive, during my
formative years of primary and fifth and sixth standards. Canossa was not just school but an
extended home with an extended family. Since ours was the first batch we were thoroughly
pampered and let me admit, a little spoilt, due to all the attention and care we received. |
spent my Christmas eves with the teachers in their hostel, shared their food and even
attended Christmas Mass. When Miss Zilda Viegas suffered from jaundice, my mother
literally nursed her, took her to an ayurvedic doctor, sent her fruit juices and pieces of clean
and cut sugarcane. Miss Zilda became a family member and that summer in the sixth
standard the three Kakaria Sisters were guests at the Viegas's household in Belgaum for
fifteen days. We were welcomed with open arms and warm hearts. Belgaum's shady lanes,
the bullock cart rides in the rain, St. Joseph's convent are still firmly etched in my memory.
Love was the bridge which crossed all hurdles of religion, caste, creed and language. No
meat was cooked for the Viegas family as long as the Kakarias were there.

Under the supervision of Mother Margaret Alphonso, | learnt the values of honesty,
integrity, hard work. We saw, and experienced closely the devotion and commitment of the
Sisters of Canossa to the cause of the poor and needy. We collected old clothes, darned and
mended them, washed and ironed them and then distributed among the poor. Sisters
conducted stitching classes for the slum women who also learnt to weave baskets in the

afternoon.
&—
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Our class was taken to the Shirpur Cottage Hospital which was very new at the time and
were taken to the poor localities and made to wash and bathe the small children there. The
seeds of social responsibility, the obligation towards the underprivileged were sown in our
minds in those early days.

Since ours was the first batch and the numbers so few, each student was personally
groomed. We participated in academics as well as all co-curricular activities - we were Girl
Guides, actors, dancers, singers, debaters, sports-persons, helpers, prompters - just about
everything. At such young ages we performed in a three hour musical dance drama
"Zureeka" at the open air Theatre Kala Mandir. | was in dramatics, sometimes as Dr.
Mashyamare or sometimes as Abu Hasaan. We helped in the organization of Fun Fares
open to the general public. Our throwball team participated at a State-level tournament and
Gertrude won laurels for Dhule by winning a Gold medal in shotput at Aurangabad State
Event under the guidance of Mr. Salunkhe Guide camps, stayed in tents, kept watch at night,
cooked in the open and had camp fires. It was all very thrilling and exciting ! Sisters took us for
picnics on Sundays. We also had a well stocked library and were motivated to read books
and children's magazines. We were everywhere - in the classroom, on the stage, on the
playground, in the corridors, at the assembly, in every nook and corner of the present High
School building. As the School Leader in Std X and the Blue House Leader in Std Xl, the
values of leadership, team work, friendship, discipline, national pride, self-reliance and total
personality development were instilled in those days. Mother Irene, the Headmistress,
Mother Giannina, the Mother Superior and Mother Edna, our class teacher were a lethal
power packed combination of discipline, sternness, diligence, multi-tasking, love and
nurturance. Our young wings were now gathering strength and we were blooming out into
youg ladies with dreams, new hopes and aspirations. Our confidence was building up. The
emphasis was to always do the best, strive towards excellence and hard work. Earlier Mrs.
Randive's impeccable English had made a deep impression on my mind. Listening to her
dramatic narration of short stories, | had also become a voracious reader and had started the
habit of collecting beautiful quotations in a notebook which | called "My Treasure Book".
Under Mother Edna's keen supervision we learnt new skills of writing which improved our
written and spoken English. Father Aleou's Chemistry classes, Prof Deshmukh's
Mathematics, and the first batch was ready for the XI Board exams.

It may seem unbelievable, that everyday the Sisters themselves prepared egg-coffee
and gave itto some of us so that we could keep up our stamina and cope with our studies. The
delicious taste and the aroma still linger on my tongue. We were the stars of Canossa. All
hopes rested on us. We proved true to the trust of our Sisters and teachers. The results were
hundred percent and | had stood firstin our batch with 74%. For the next five years the results
were hundred percent. It was the pinnacle of achievement for Canossa. The Sisters had
silenced all critics and won the hearts of the people of Dhule, specially Mother Maria
Tambellini, the saviour who caught poisonous snakes in any household of Dhule and actively
contributed to the infrastructural facilities at Canossa Convent.

This article is not just a journey down memory lane. Itis a hymn of homage and tribute to
allthe Canossian Sisters, the teachers, the non-teaching Staff who braved all adversities and
sacrificed their lives for the cause of education and service in Dhule. At all stages of my life,
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through my joys and sorrows, the Sisters have always stood by me. | began my career as a
teacher in St. Xavier's Canossa, teaching the Il std. Sister Philomena, the then
Headmistress, gave me the first compliment of my professional life -- "You are a born
teacher." My two children Sonali, B. E. Computer Graduate and my Son Abhijit, a doctor, are
also the alumni of Canossa!

| owe everything | have achieved in life to Canossa. From the Sisters, | have learnt
endurance, resilience and "The Power of Positive Thinking", the book which was gifted to
each of us at the Valedictory function of std XI. So | can only say "Hail Canossa! Long Live
Canossa!".

Prof. Dr. Shobha Kakaria-Shinde
Head, Dept. of Languages and
Literature, NMU,

Jalgaon-425001.

NOTE : A letter written to Anil S. Patil
1977- S.S.C. Batch Student
by Sr. Teresa Lonan in 1984.

St. Mary's Convent
Cochin 1,
4th Sept. 1984
Dear Anil,

The first thing | did after reading your letter was to praise and thank God for the marvels
God has worked in you and your friends. Anil, your letter was not an intrusion into my
timelessness buta moment that brought me great joy. Please do it again.

So dear Engineer, congratulations at being one ! Congratulations for your hard work,
constancy and industry which has brought you the reward. | can still picture you in my mind in
your navy blue shorts and white shirt! | wonder how you look now in your long pants and
white collared shirt!

Why do you say that there is no charm in service life? You can do a lot of good to humanity.
Be noble in your work, be service minded, do not cheat any body, be a conscientious worker.

Well, | am glad to learn that | have been of some service to you in your growing age. | shall
pray for you and the rest of my ex-students! Why don't you all arrange a trip down south ? It
will be fantastic. You all could get together and think about it.

Write some times, keep in touch.

Godbless you!
With much love,

Yours lovingly,
Sr. Teresa Lonan

Convey my regards to Raju !
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